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Faces of  
Volunteering

Take a glimpse into the lives of some of the many 
volunteers on the Mornington Peninsula.

We document and celebrate the diversity of 
volunteering by capturing the motivations, 
commitment and skills that volunteers bring, and the 
sense of fulfilment and connection to community that 
influences how and why people volunteer.

Whether it’s saving lives, driving clients to 
appointments, inspiring children to succeed or 
protecting our environment, the everyday work of 
volunteers on the peninsula contributes enormously 
to our physical, social and economic health and 
wellbeing.

Mornington Peninsula Shire sincerely acknowledges 
the volunteers in this project for so generously 
sharing their stories. 

We hope you too may be inspired to volunteer and 
make a difference in your community.

These are the Faces of Volunteering.



Samantha Blair
Mornington Park Primary School Op Shop

Samantha has volunteered since she 
was about 14. She currently volunteers 
at Mornington Park Primary School Op 
Shop and The Briars, and is also very 
involved in establishing a community 
garden in Dromana. 

“It’s like the little fridge magnet that says 
‘be the change you want to see’ and if I 
want something to happen I feel like I’ve 
got to make it happen”.

“Volunteering is never dead time.” 
Samantha says she gets so much from 
it she doesn’t see it as a gift. She thinks 

there is a mindset about volunteering, 
that it’s just about giving to the 
community, but “it’s an exchange that 
happens.” Every volunteer she knows 
says the same thing. 

“It’s also about doing, having an 
occupation. Oscar Wilde has that saying 
that ‘every man needs an occupation’ 
and for me if you’re not doing something, 
if you’re not occupied, you just sort of 
lose it. You don’t have anything going on. 
You can get in a bad place.”

“Education is the first key. To socially 
empower people to be part of programs 
where they can feel less socially isolated 
and more engaged with their community. 
It makes a real change to break down 
barriers between different people, 
especially children or teenagers, to see 
there’s a better path. I think a lot of the 
time people fall off the rails because they 
don’t feel connected to society.”

“Eventually I’ll need to go into the 
workforce and get a paid job. Doing 
these things are real skills and it doesn’t 
matter what, you’re going to pick up skill 

sets that can be on your CV or even if 
you [just] want to learn those skills.”

“There’s always something you want to 
do more of in life. There’s always some 
other box you want to tick. Be creative 
and find a volunteer [role] that’s going to 
tick that box!”

these are real work skills I’m learning



Chris Standing
Wallaroo Good Shepherd Community House

Chris worked in earth moving all his life 
but one day as he knocked off work he 
had a “funny turn”. He was diagnosed 
with depression and anxiety and hasn’t 
worked since. He took training to work 
with computers but it wasn’t until he 
contacted Wallaroo Good Shepherd 
Community House in Hastings in April 
2015 that life began to change. 

The House wanted to get the community 
garden growing so he thought he’d 
volunteer and was soon leading the 
garden work. 

“We’re trying to help feed the young 
people that are less fortunate so they 
get a decent meal. We’re trying to grow 
some vegetables and encouraging the 
kids (to come) down here. Some of 
them don’t know where they’re going 
or how life is going to treat them. We’re 
trying to give them another chance in 
life.” 

For Chris, volunteering at the 
Community House is the best thing he’s 
ever done. 

“It opens up so many opportunities. 
You don’t know where this is going to 
take you. Or what is going to come 
out of being a volunteer.” 

Chris is a big advocate of volunteering. 
“With volunteering, you get out and you 
get about, you get seen and known 
by people. And if you can help put 
something back into the community 
well that’s another reward for you. The 
smiles that you put on people’s faces 
here – and I’m not doing anything 
others can’t do. They tell me I’m a 
miracle man because I’ve grown a 

few vegetables – anybody can grow a 
vegetable!

“We all need money, it’s the necessary 
evil of everything but to me it’s not all 
about the money. I’m quite happy to 
do a bit and not get paid. You’ll get 
paid in another way. If you put warm 
food in the kid’s stomach who didn’t 
get breakfast, well that’s enough pay 
for the day.”it’s the best thing I’ve ever done. It 

opens up so many opportunities to you



Toni Lee Ashurst
Karingal

Toni is a pet companion volunteer 
who takes her dogs to engage with 
clients at Karingal, a disability services 
organisation. Toni has always worked 
with dogs and trained therapy dogs. 

She was volunteering at a local school 
and hospital but someone told her that 
people with disabilities don’t get a lot 
of volunteers. When walking the dogs 
one day Toni walked past Karingal 
and applied to volunteer on the spot, 
knowing that two dogs were already 
trained pet therapy dogs.

“I was working full-time and sometimes 
you can get snowed down with too much 
volunteering but these people are my 
priority. If I’m volunteering, I’d put these 
people first.”

For Toni the more you interact with 
people, not just being a volunteer but 
taking ownership and getting involved, 
it’s much nicer. There was client at 
Karingal who used to sit and rock. But 
after a time that client engaged with the 
dogs and now actively plays ball games 
with them.

“We don’t realise how lucky we are. If I’m 
lucky in life, I feel lucky to give back.” 

One of the dogs required treatment for 
diabetes - an expensive procedure for 
which Toni sought support. “The people 
I’ve been helping have given me money 
which is just … it’s hard for me to talk 
about it because it’s not what I expected. 
That’s incredible”.

When asked about how busy people 
find the time to volunteer Toni says 

“everyone’s too busy. It’s no excuse!”

“I am too busy. I have an extremely busy 
life but then I think, one hour … when I 
get out of here I think ‘I am so happy that 
I didn’t not do it today’ because when 
I go out there I feel so much better. If 
anyone’s thinking of it [volunteering] – 
just try it once”.

We do not realise how lucky we are … 
I feel lucky to [be able to] give back



Annie Hodder
39+

As a way to give back after her partner of 
30 years died, Annie volunteered in the 
kiosk at Rosebud Hospital for 12 months. 
This led her to volunteer at 39+ where 
she’s been a medical transport service 
phone operator for the past seven years. 

The 39+ medical driver service was 
founded to meet the needs of transport-
disadvantaged elderly residents to get 
to-and-from medical appointments in 
Mornington, Frankston or Melbourne. 
There’s a lot to the job but she enjoys it 
and volunteers there two days a week. 

Being able to help somebody is what 
keeps Annie volunteering. 

Although she had an administration 
background, Annie retired in her mid-
30s due to disability. But she doesn’t let 
that stop her from volunteering. She has 
good rapport with clients and drivers. 
The volunteer drivers are all retired 
and like to go bowling or play golf, but 
Annie says she works to make sure the 
clients’ needs as well as the volunteer’s 
availability matches up. Sometimes 
she may need to settle down clients as 

they can be worried about getting to an 
appointment.

Recently Annie had to learn to use 
computers, as the medical transport 
service began to computerise its medical 
transport program, so she took herself to 
U3A. The course has also been good for 
her personally. “I love to keep up with the 
grandchildren - if I don’t go on Facebook 
I don’t know what they’re doing!”

Annie leads a full life with family, friends 
and volunteering. “You wouldn’t volunteer 
if you didn’t love it as you aren’t getting 

paid. You’re doing it because you love 
it”. There’s always something that you 
can do.

For Annie, volunteering provides an 
opportunity to help people. “You don’t 
know (whether you’ll like volunteering) 
until you try it. Come in for a day and 
see what you think. I would recommend 
volunteering to anybody.”

You wouldn’t volunteer if you  
didn’t love it



Barry Bacon
39+

Barry is a medical transport driver 
with 39+, providing transport for 
disadvantaged elderly residents to get 
to-and-from medical appointments. Barry 
has been in this role for four years now 
and, as he says, “he wouldn’t dream 
of doing anything else”. “It’s the most 
rewarding and satisfying job you could 
ever ask for”.

Each week Barry takes on average 
two clients to medical appointments in 
Mornington, Frankston or Melbourne. He 
picks them up from home, drives them 

to the appointment, and then takes them 
home again. “You do feel appreciated, 
you really do. I think that’s important 
in anything that you do.” He adds, “as 
a job in itself, you feel fulfilled as you 
brighten their day. Sometimes you’ll be 
the only person they’ve seen in a week”. 

The camaraderie that you build up 
as part of your volunteering is also 
incredible. He is good friends with a 
number of the other drivers and his wife 
is best friends with one of the phone 
operators but they would never have met 

had Barry not been volunteering at 39+. 
It’s the way that the network works. 

“Anybody should give volunteering a try. 
If you’ve got spare time on your hands, 
give something back to the community. 
You’ll get far more back than you give. 
Give it a go. There isn’t a corner of 
society that isn’t looking for volunteers for 
some reason or another.”

“You have to decide what you’d be 
good at but whatever you do, give 
volunteering a go as you’ll never look 
back. I’ll continue to do it for as long as 
I feel I am of service.”

You do feel appreciated, you really do.  
I think that’s important in anything that you do



Tony Sette 
Dromana Tigers Junior Netball Club Coach

Tony coaches the Under 10’s netball 
in Dromana. He also volunteers with 
Auskick and from January to April each 
year he volunteers with the Dromana 
Bay Lifesaving Club as a parent helper 
with Little Nippers.

“I’ve grown up with sports and I’m a 
firm believer that sport keeps kids off 
the streets. Having them motivated  
by something they enjoy and love 
keeps them more active mentally, 
physically and there’s a sense  
of belonging.”

Tony played football and always 
encouraged his kids to play sport, 
which got him involved in volunteering. 

“I’ve found it enjoyable to be more a part 
of my kid’s lives outside of normal day-
to-day business. And my kids love their 
parents being involved.”

“I look at life today and there’s a lot of 
negativity - a lot of bad things happening 
around the world, so if I can be a positive 
influence, give them enjoyment in their 
sports in a fun way, that’s the biggest 
driver for me, seeing the kids happy.” 
Not just his own kids, but others.

“Seeing kids coming through, joining 
the team, and their progress, has 
been enjoyable. Seeing girls who are 
shy and how they transform to being 
more confident in the team and with 
their friends has been rewarding. I think 
sports are a great option for children as 
it gives them structure with boundaries 
and is healthy”.

Tony says life is “full”, but volunteering 
doesn’t take up that much time … and 
it’s not really difficult. “You learn and 
have support around you; that makes 
it easier.” He didn’t have experience in 

coaching netball but the club helped 
with online courses. 

“If you’re thinking about it, get involved, 
you’ll realise pretty quickly that it’s 
a great [thing] to do. Parents really 
appreciate what you do as they know 
you give your time and it’s nice getting 
that feedback from them. You’ve just got 
to get out there and do it.”

if I can give [the kids] some enjoyment in their 
sports ….. that’s the biggest driver for me



Kirsten Fuller Jackson
Karingal

Kirsten has been a yoga, swimming and 
nursery volunteer at Karingal in Rosebud, 
a not-for-profit organisation established 
to improve the quality of life for people 
with a disability. 

Kirsten has been out of work for more 
than 10 years. She was previously 
a nurse and midwife but “burnt out 
really badly”. She’s only 58 but doesn’t 
believe that she will find work again 
so volunteers to satisfy participation 
requirements for Centrelink.

Kirsten started volunteering in the 
swimming program at Frankston pool 
which she still does every Tuesday and 
then became involved in the nursery, 
which helps raise funds for Karingal. 
When Karingal heard she was also a 
qualified yoga instructor they asked 
her to work with their clients. They do 
warm ups, stretches and relaxation 
exercises. “With the relaxation, we all 
sit and you should close your eyes but 
I think I’m the only one who closes their 
eyes. Whenever I open my eyes, they are 
always looking at me!”

“You get to meet people and build up 
self-esteem again.” She has worked 
in op shops, patient transport and 
now Karingal. She likes to try different 
things. With patient transport, “I got too 
many speeding tickets! So that was the 
end of that!”

“Volunteering helps you to get to know 
the community more … it’s a good 
way to get to know people. It’s difficult 
otherwise. People don’t talk much to 
each other. It’s very isolating. Neighbours 

don’t talk much these days. It’s a sign of 
the times … everywhere. I think there’s a 
lot of fear!”

But when it comes to volunteering, 
Kirsten says, “give it a go”. “There are 
so many types. If you don’t like one, just 
try another one. You don’t know until you 
do it. Find something that you can enjoy 
doing.” 

Volunteering helps you to get to know the community 
more... It’s a good way to get to know people



Jordan Bishop
Aware Wildlife Rescue

Jordan is a wildlife rescue volunteer at 
Aware Wildlife, a volunteer wildlife rescue 
and rehabilitation organisation operating 
in Frankston and surrounding suburbs. 
He has been volunteering with Aware for 
almost two years now. Jordan feels he’s 
giving something back because we are 
taking so much habitat away. He feels 
that the animals are always thanking him, 
providing a sense of gratitude.

Jordan, who has autism, had been out 
of school for about six months and was 
feeling a bit lost before he started to 

consider volunteering. He was looking for 
a sense of belonging after being bullied 
very badly at high school. 

He had always liked wildlife and had 
been foster caring kittens, but once he 
started volunteering with Aware rescuing 
wildlife happened quickly. “My first 
rescue was a duck and some ducklings 
running around a backyard and having 
to catch them.”

Because Jordan is under 18 he always 
has a supervisor working with him 
when he is volunteering with Aware. 

He’s also doing a course to help him 
learn work skills but is hoping to work 
in this field forever. He wants to be a 
zookeeper but isn’t sure about what 
qualifications he might need. He might 
look at conservation if working at a zoo 
isn’t possible.

For Jordan, volunteering is his “happy 
place”. “When my father got cancer, it 
was my getaway. Whenever I go there, 
I’m happy at the [wildlife] shelter. And 
I think it’s just good to put yourself out 
there. I can only do my best but I think 
I’ll make it”. 

volunteering is my happy place…



Betty Waddell and Anne Bryant
39+

Betty and Anne work together as 
volunteers in the kitchen at 39+. They 
assist with meal preparation, morning 
tea, cleaning and making tea for clients. 
39+ offers a range of support services 
for older people with disabilities and 
their carers in the Rosebud area. A key 
to their commitment and success is 
caring about people.

Both Betty and Anne had previously 
volunteered with Vision Australia and 
had each been at 39+ for 15 years 
before they started working together 
five years ago. Betty volunteers twice a 

week and Anne has recently dropped 
back to once a week.

Many 39+ clients live alone and so 
they don’t see people. “Their families 
live a long way away, they don’t see 
anyone probably from one day to the 
next”, says Betty, “so coming in here is 
in an opportunity to mix with people and 
socialise”. “Obviously that’s important for 
people. If you don’t socialise, you lose 
the art. You’ve got nothing to talk about 
because you don’t see anybody. It’s a 
very lonely existence”.

They are both very passionate about 
volunteering. “Deep down it’s that you’ve 
done something for someone. You meet 
them down the street and they’re just so 
pleased to see you,” says Anne. “And 
you see a friendly face yourself as the 
town’s getting so big now”.

“You’re bringing a bit of happiness to 
people’s lives,” says Betty. “I think that’s 
what most people like about volunteering, 
they like mixing with people, they like 
being with people, helping other people.” 

“Give it a try,” adds Anne, “even if it’s just 
to talk to somebody”.

Sometimes it’s the little things that they 
do, like making a birthday cake, that 
make the difference. “The clients are 
so appreciative,” says Anne. “Everyone 
can offer something,” says Betty. “There 
wouldn’t be many people who have no 
skills at all!” 

that’s what most people like about 
volunteering... helping other people

“Deep down it’s [the satisfaction] that you’ve  
done something for someone”



Dianne Lewis
BERG Mt Martha and U3A Mornington

Dianne retired about eight years ago and 
moved to the peninsula from Melbourne. 
She’d been a teacher-librarian with a 
very stimulating job. When she retired: 

“I wanted to have the nice parts, those 
things that I valued, and leave behind 
some of the more stressful”. 

Dianne volunteers as secretary for 
Balcombe Estuary Reserves Group 
(BERG) Mt Martha, and is a tutor and 
webmaster for the University of the 
Third Age (U3A) Mornington. BERG 
is a friends’ group formed in 1997 to 

preserve and restore bushland around 
Balcombe Creek which, with its estuary, 
is the last unspoilt waterway entering the 
eastern side of Port Phillip Bay. 

Volunteering is “really worth doing”. “It’s 
a nice thing to do. You’re not restricted. 
You can do as much or as little as you 
want to do. You can learn new skills. 
Brush up on existing skills. Meet new 
people. And you can still go on a holiday 
when you want to!”

In discussing her motivations to volunteer, 
Dianne said it was a bit of selfishness.  

“I wanted to continue the stimulation from 
work, to have social interactions, and 
to weigh into the community as I didn’t 
know anybody. There’s a lot of intrinsic 
benefit. You feel satisfied when you’ve 
run a family day for 400 people and it’s 
been really successful. When you run 
classes at U3A and people say it was 
really enjoyable - it’s feel good stuff.” 

How has volunteering changed Dianne? 
“I’ve become more passionate about the 
environment because of my involvement 
in BERG. Through U3A I have a better 

understanding of some of the issues 
for older people. People in their 60s are 
the younger side of U3A but we have 
members into their 90s - you become 
more aware of the issues for them.” 

When asked about how to deal with 
time constraints and fitting everything 
in: “the busy people are usually the 
volunteers!” She always fits everything 
in and finds a way.

I wanted to continue the stimulation 
from work [and the] social interactions



Don Reeves
Mount Eliza Men’s Shed

When asked why he volunteers, Don 
simply says, “I’ve always done it”. “When 
I was head teacher in a rural school, part 
of a small community, and part of the fire 
brigade, you get involved in the working 
bees and fixing up the gardens. I grew 
up with the sense that you help others. I 
think that’s where it came from.” 

A few years ago Don’s conscience was 
really pricked when a man in his early 
60s took his own life. This incident made 
Don think that something had to be done 
for men experiencing ill health in Mount 

Eliza. That something turned out to be 
the Mount Eliza Men’s Shed. 

“My desire is to get folks in, get 
them to have a talk, have a cuppa 
every Thursday morning. We’re here 
supporting one another.” The Shed has 
tools and people with skills who can 
teach others how to use them. And if 
there are some guys who want to do 
other things, like play chess, then they’ll 
get together and do that down at the 
local Neighbourhood House. 

Don is hoping that a few men will soon 
have the confidence to look after the 
shed for a session or two each week. 

“Physically I find it hard to do now as I’ve 
got MS which has been dragging me 
down a bit. You’re standing on your feet 
a lot and it just wears me out.” 

“Other people like yachting or sailing, 
well I do this! I get satisfaction when I 
can draw people in and they become 
engaged. That’s really what it’s all about. 

If I didn’t get a sense of satisfaction, I 
would probably just pull my head in and 
do my own thing.” 

Don’s adage for life is: “I’d rather wear 
out than rust out!”

I’d rather wear out than rust out!



Karen Fankhauser
MP All Abilities Consultative Committee

Karen has muscular dystrophy and a fall 
three years ago has left her unable to 
walk. “It’s a whole new world when you 
can’t walk. Just trying to negotiate the 
world of disability. Even though I’ve been 
disabled my whole life, this is a whole 
new level.” 

Karen volunteers on the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire’s All Abilities 
Consultative Committee (AACC). The 
committee, which meets monthly, is 
consulted on a range of policies and 
activities and how they affect people 
with disabilities. 

The role of the AACC is important to 
Karen. “It’s rewarding being part of a 
team where people are trying to make a 
difference. You don’t generally see what 
happens behind the scenes. You just see 
what isn’t done in the community.”

When speaking of the processes of the 
committee, Karen said she did have 
some anxiety about it as she had only 
worked for small businesses and had 
no experience with meetings. “I’ve never 
been on a committee before! What 
benefit could I possibly be to all these 
people?” But she has learnt from others 

on the committee not to be afraid to 
speak and share her opinion. “You don’t 
have to think that you’re going to have 
to make a great contribution, because 
even just a little bit of input can make a 
difference.”

Karen mentions the contribution of  
Stella Young, who was a prominent 
disability rights activist. “Initially I 
wondered what contribution could I 
make in comparison to her? But you 
have to start small and see where it 
goes. Even if it’s not making a significant 
difference, you’re planting seeds.”

Making people aware of the issues and 
putting them on people’s radar is critical. 

“Change will happen and it’s going to 
take decades to get to where we need to 
be, but things are changing and to be a 
part of it is pretty exciting.”

Things are [changing] and to be a part 
of it is pretty exciting



John Inchley
BERG Mt Martha

John volunteers with Balcombe Estuary 
Reserves Group (BERG) Mt Martha 
in the WaterWatch and EstuaryWatch 
programs. BERG volunteers work to 
preserve and restore the bushland 
around Balcombe Creek and its estuary. 

As a former president and now vice-
president of the group, John says, “you 
can look back over where you’ve come 
from, and where it’s going and there is a 
sense of achievement”. 

BERG runs community events and 
activities. It has a long-standing schools’ 
committee that organises WaterWatch 

and bushland restoration activities for 
primary and secondary school students.

“One thing I particularly love is getting a 
group of kids, and instead of having a 
classroom with all walls, it’s just the bush, 
down by a creek going through various 
aspects that really excite them. You put 
a tray of macro invertebrates in the water, 
swimming around, and tell them to catch 
them - the squeals of joy are just magic.” 

Speaking of a volunteer who has 
volunteered for over 40 years, John says, 

“she acknowledges that if she didn’t have 
volunteering, where would her life be?

She is out there doing a whole lot of 
things, making a whole lot of friends, 
and without that volunteer bit, her life is 
nowhere as full; it’s empty”.

“That sense of doing something 
worthwhile. Doesn’t matter what it is. You 
think you can contribute back to society. 
Often from a schoolteacher’s point of 
view you look back and wonder what 
you want to teach kids – specific skills 
such as chemistry – but you also want 
to make them meaningful participants in 
the community and I think that to be able 

to participate in community in whatever 
voluntary capacity it is, is terrific. You 
get out of it almost as much as you 
put in and in ways that you don’t think. 
Just from that social contact, making 
new friends, feeling appreciated and 
that what you’re doing … is making a 
difference. People need that.”

You get out of it almost as much as you 
put in and in ways that you don’t think



Barry Boxall 
TRY Mentoring

Barry is a mentor with TRY Mentoring, 
which helps disadvantaged young 
people in group or individual mentoring 
programs. The aim of the program is to 
match an adult mentor and role model 
to a child or young person to have a 
positive impact on their future. For Barry, 
you’re giving something but what you’re 
getting back, you can’t put a monetary 
value on.

Barry meets his mentee once a week 
and they spend a few hours together 
doing a range of things from walking 
along the beach, driving, seeing the 

footy or a movie. Whatever they do, they 
will usually talk. “I get as much out of 
this match as he does. He’s 17 and is 
a really intelligent young lad. He’ll pose 
very thought-provoking questions to me. 
We both learn from the conversation 
they create.”

The relationship has given him a good 
insight into where the youth of that age 
are at. And it’s the same for the mentee, 
who has now seen the potential for a 
different life course available to him. 

“We’ve got a really cool relationship 
with each other and we enjoy our time 

together. We both get friendship and 
support out of it and an insight into two 
very different walks of life.”

Barry had been thinking about 
volunteering for a while before becoming 
involved with TRY Mentoring. “I wanted 
to give something back. I believe that 

if everybody did a little it would make a 
big difference. It bonds people together 
and you meet some great people.” 
Barry’s advice to anyone considering 
volunteering is “just dive in and do it”.

Volunteering bonds people together.  
You meet some great people



Emma Harkett 
Country Fire Authority (CFA)

Emma’s been a volunteer firefighter with 
the CFA for eight years. 

In her brigade she’s the only female 
firefighter, but she’s committed to 
increasing the number of women in  
the CFA. 

She’s spoken with other women who she 
says worry about the apparent gender 
divide. “What happens if you’re the only 
female? Well, you just get on with it. Once 
they see you as a firefighter, your gender 
no longer comes into it.” Emma’s clearly 
able to be successful in her role, earning 

a national emergency service medal for 
work during Black Saturday.

When she started Emma had no 
firefighting skills - but extensive training 
is provided. “You’re never put into a 
scenario you’re not trained for, and it (can 
be) very physically demanding, but there 
are also roles in the CFA that aren’t. Some 
teams do things like fundraising and 
sausage sizzles so there are options.”

Emma has occasionally asked herself 
why she does it. “It’s the drive that 
makes you get out of bed at maybe 1 or 

2 in the morning – or going out in the rain 
- knowing we’ll help someone or maybe 
save their life or property.” And the 
friendships. “On the grass, sleeping, with 
someone you don’t even know while the 
world burns around you”, or attending a 
horrible car accident can create strong 
bonds. “They’re friendships you’ve  
got for life.”

To Emma volunteering is still seen 
as something older people do. “I 
sometimes get that, ‘no young people 
volunteer!’. But I volunteer. I’m young, 

I have young kids and I still do it. I’ve 
volunteered since before I was 20.  
I don’t think people understand 
volunteering very well.”

“Go for it. Once you’ve tried it, you’ll love 
it. It’s something I never thought I would 
be doing. I enjoy it. It’s my life. And it’s 
something that I’ve learnt a lot of lessons 
from, huge life lessons”.

I’ve learnt a lot of lessons [from 
volunteering] huge life lessons



To encourage and support volunteering, Mornington 
Peninsula Shire provides the Volunteering Mornington 
Peninsula Resource, along with capacity building 
initiatives for the volunteering sector through the MP 
Managers of Volunteers Network.

To find a volunteering role and learn  
more about volunteering visit:  

 volmornpen.com.au

Project Co-ordinator:  
Kate Stuart – Community Development Officer  
 Volunteering and Community Building
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Robert Wagner – Photography




